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The Impact of Emergency Circumstances on
Financial Obligations in Civil Sales Contracts
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ABSTRACT

Contracts are among the most important legal means of regulating transactions
between individuals, and the civil sales contract is one of the most prominent and
common of these contracts, given its pivotal role in the circulation of money and
achieving economic stability. This contract, like other contracts, is based on the
fundamental principle that obligations must be fulfilled as agreed upon, known as the
principle of "freedom of contract.” This principle is firmly established in civil law,
embodying the free will of the parties and binding them to the financial and civil
obligations they have contracted. The Qatari legislator enshrined this principle in the
Civil Code issued by Law No. (22) of 2004, establishing the rule that a contract
concluded in accordance with the provisions of the law is binding on the contracting
parties and may not be revoked or amended except by mutual agreement or for
reasons stipulated by law. However, this principle, despite its importance in ensuring
the stability of transactions, may be shaken by exceptional and unforeseen
circumstances that arise after the contract is concluded. These circumstances can
disrupt the economic equilibrium of the contractual relationship and make fulfilling
the obligation burdensome for one of the parties, though not to the point of
impossibility. This is clearly evident in cases of economic crises, sharp price
fluctuations, or public disasters, where fulfilling the obligation becomes excessively
burdensome. A serious breach of the requirements of justice.

Keywords: Emergency circumstances, financial obligations, civil sales contracts.
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