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ABSTRACT

This study examines scientific life in the Arab Maghreb during the Islamic ages as a
civilizational phenomenon shaped by the interaction of urban centers, educational
institutions, scholarly networks, and journeys in search of knowledge. It argues that
intellectual activity in the Maghreb was not merely a passive extension of
developments in the Islamic East. The study asks how the Maghreb developed
distinctive centers of learning, which fields of knowledge flourished there, how
teaching, authorship, and scholarly transmission operated, and how major cities such
as Kairouan, Fez, Béjaia, Tlemcen, Tunis, and Marrakesh formed an interconnected
intellectual space linking the Maghreb with al-Andalus, the Mashrig, and the
Mediterranean. Using a historical, descriptive, and analytical approach, the study
draws on biographical dictionaries, travel accounts, local chronicles, and modern
scholarship. It shows that mosques, elementary schools, madrasas, libraries,
endowments, and scholarly travel constituted an integrated institutional framework.
Religious and linguistic disciplines remained central, while medicine, mathematics,
astronomy, logic, and practical calculation also developed in important centers. The
circulation of scholars, books, and authorizations created a scholarly network that
frequently transcended political borders. The study concludes that scientific life in the
Maghreb was the product of a long process characterized by continuity, diversity,
mobility, and interaction, and that Maghribi scholarship contributed both to Islamic
civilization and to wider Mediterranean exchanges of knowledge.

Keywords: Arab Maghreb, scientific life, scholarly centers, education, scholars,
scholarly travel, Islamic Maghreb.
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